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Blanco-Pedernales Groundwater Conservation District

601 West Main Street, Johnson City, TX 78636 | 830) 868-9196 | office@blancogroundwatertx.gov


WELL REGISTRATION ATTACHMENT
(To be handed out to all Applicants)

	Criteria
	EXEMPT WELL
	NON-EXEMPT WELL

	Permitted Use
	Restricted: Must be for Domestic, Livestock, Poultry, or Wildlife use only.
	Unrestricted: Any beneficial use (e.g., irrigation, commercial, industrial) is allowed if permitted.

	Pump Capacity
	≤ 25,000 gallons/day (17.36 GPM)
	> 25,000 gallons/day (>17.36 GPM)

	Operating Permit Required?
	No
	Yes

	Application Fee
	$500
	$3,000 (new wells)

	Annual Production Reports
	Not required
	Required by Jan 31st each year



EXEMPT WELL USE DEFINITIONS (Rule 2 & 3.1)
To qualify as Exempt, the well must serve one of these specific purposes:
· Domestic: Personal/household needs (drinking, bathing, cooking), irrigation of lawns/family gardens, swimming pools, and watering domestic animals.
· Livestock: Water for farm/ranch animals (cattle, horses, sheep, poultry, etc.). 
· Poultry/Wildlife: Watering for poultry operations or wildlife conservation.
· Pond Limit: Exempt wells may fill ponds/tanks up to 50,000 gallons only for the above uses.
KEY REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL WELLS
BEFORE DRILLING:
☐ Register with District (new wells require Well Drilling Authorization)
☐ Notify District prior to drilling (Rule 4.1.A)
☐ Ensure well spacing compliance (see table below)
AFTER COMPLETION:
☐ Submit State of Texas Well Report within 60 days
☐ Submit Pump Installation Report within 60 days
☐ Report any change in well condition, operation, or status

WELL SPACING REQUIREMENTS (New Wells After Feb 11, 2002)

	Pumping Capability
	Distance Between Wells
	Distance from Property Lines

	17.36 GPM or less
	100 feet
	50 feet

	17.37 – 50.00 GPM
	300 feet
	150 feet

	50.01 – 100.00 GPM
	750 feet
	375 feet

	100.01 – 300.00 GPM
	1,200 feet
	600 feet

	Over 300.00 GPM
	1,500 feet
	750 feet



SEPTIC SYSTEM SPACING (State Requirements):
· 50 feet minimum from Septic Tanks (16 TAC § 76.1000).
· 100 feet minimum from Septic Disposal Fields (16 TAC § 76.1000).
SPECIAL POND STORAGE RULES

	Well Type
	Storage Allowance
	Restrictions

	Exempt Wells
	Up to 50,000 gallons
	Domestic use or livestock watering only. Additional water must come from rainfall/runoff.

	Non-Exempt Wells
	Generally prohibited
	Exception: Operating Permit may authorize temporary storage for non-domestic irrigation systems with boost pumps.



Note: During Drought Stages 3 & 4, no groundwater may be pumped into ponds, lakes, or reservoirs for any purpose, even for livestock. Water must come from rainfall or runoff only.

IMPORTANT NOTICES
⚠️ Change in Status: If you modify an exempt well to increase withdrawal rate, you may be reclassified as non-exempt and required to obtain an Operating Permit.
⚠️ Change of Ownership: Must be reported to District within 90 days of ownership transfer.
⚠️ Export Permits: Required for transferring groundwater outside District boundaries (Rule 3.6).
⚠️ Aquifer Restrictions: Operating Permits will NOT be issued for new wells withdrawing from Edwards-Trinity (Plateau), Upper Glen Rose (Upper Trinity), or Marble Falls Aquifers (Rule 3.1.C).
⚠️ Test Wells: Exempt from Operating Permit but must be properly plugged or converted with permit after testing concludes.
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